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Autumn Haiku 
 

    Autumn is 
ending . . . 

let us join to 
celebrate  
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Where did the year go?  My thanks to all of the HOA Board 
members for all of their hard work they accomplished 
during 2017!  I’m very grateful to Janet Amedio, Charlie 
Ducar, Matt Posniewski and Sandeep Gupta for their 
contributions to our community during their time on the 
Board.  Also, I thank Mary-Alice Lynch for her 
contributions and tremendous help maintaining HOA 
records. Also, I thank all of the owner volunteers who help 
at the HOA meetings and for diligently working on their 
selected committees!   
 

Lastly, I thank all of the owners and past Board members for 
their support during my 6 years on the Board!  Together we 
have accomplished significant projects.  In addition to 
establishing a sound financial base for the HOA, we have 
also maintained the esthetics of our neighborhood. 
 

I’m pleased to announce your 2018 Board of Directors and 
their offices: 
• Rod Read, President – term expires 12/31/2019 –  
tdsteelers@nycap.rr.com 
• Janet Amedio, Vice President Compliance – term expires 
12/31/2018 – jcafarelli1@nycap.rr.com 
• Charlie Ducar, Vice President Architectural Review – 
term expires 12/31/2018 
cducar@nycap.rr.com 
•Hiren Pathak, Treasurer – term expires 12/31/2019 – 
hirenpathak@hotmail.com 
• Jodi Schoen, Board Secretary – term expires 12/31/2019 
– jschoen35@yahoo.com 
 

The Board and I are grateful to each homeowner for their 
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cooperation to bring their homes into compliance with 
the Declaration. 
 

As we morph into the winter season, the Board and I 
would like to remind you: 
• Holiday decorations are allowed but for a limited time.  
They should be removed at the conclusion of the holiday 
season, weather permitting 
• Please remove snow from fire hydrants located near 
your homes 
• Please avoid parking on roadways during snow 
emergencies so that plows can complete their work. 
• Please be sure that your house number is visible at all 
times to first responders 
• Please pay your annual $350 HOA assessment by 
March 1, 2018 to avoid the 10% late fee. Payments 
should be payable to Southwick Meadows HOA and 
mailed to PO Box 5143, Clifton Park, NY  12065.  
These payments can be made now if you wish. 
   

Your Board is interested in receiving suggestions for 
future improvements.  The Board will explore this and 
other suggestions received from our owners.   
 

On behalf of the Board and myself, we hope each of you 
and your families are healthy and that you enjoy the 
holiday season! 
 

Rick Sturm, President Southwick Meadows HOA 
rsturm@nycap.rr.com 
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Southwick Meadows  
Homeowners 
Association 
2015 Board Roster 
 

Rod Read, President – term expires 
12/31/2019  
tdsteelers@nycap.rr.com 
 

Jodi Schoen, Secretary – term 
expires 12/31/2019 
jschoen35@yahoo.com  
 

Janet Amedio, Vice President 
Compliance – term expires 
12/31/2018 
Jcafarelli1@nycap.rr.com 
 

Charlie Ducar, Vice President 
Architectural Review – term expires 
12/31/18  
cducar@nycap.rr.com 
 

Hirem Pathak, Treasurer – term 
expires 12/31/19 - 
hirenpathak@hotmail.com 

 
 

Our thanks to Hiren Pathak who has been working on our HOA web site, 
http://southwickmeadows.org, and it is available for your convenience. To 
date, we have created the initial site, and have added sections on our Board 
members, membership meetings, Architectural Review forms, and 
newsletters. I’m sure other areas will be developed in the near future.  
 

Access to the web site can be gained quite easily through user names and 
passwords. Your user name is based on your address; for example, mine is 
SM64CH. This stands for Southwick Meadows, my street number, 64, and 
CH for my street, Chatsworth Way. The user name cannot be changed. Your 
initial password is the same as your username plus the last 4 numbers of your 
telephone that the HOA has on file for you.  
 

Upon logging on, you will be taken to your profile page where you can enter 
personal information if you like and change your password. For privacy, you 
should change your password after the first time you log in to the web site.  

Southwick Meadows HOA Website 
Rick Sturm 

Southwick 
Meadows HOA 
Newsletter 
 
• Southwick Meadows HOA 
Newsletter is published quarterly in 
February, May, August, and 
November.  Your newsletter editor 
is Jo Anne Robbins. 
 

• All articles and photographs 
should be submitted by the 15th of 
the month prior to the month of 
publication. 
 

• We prefer Microsoft Word 
format. The deadline for 
submissions for the next issue is 
February 15th. 
 

Articles should initially be 
submitted to Jodi Schoen, 
Secretary jschoen35@yahoo.com.  
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In areas that experience freezing temperatures like Clifton Park, winter 
mulching differs from mulching during the growing season. We mulch 
our gardens in the spring to suppress weeds, retain moisture and feed and 
warm the soil. While we may spread a layer of soil conditioning compost 
or manure in the fall, the primary reason for winter mulching is to 
protect our plants from the harsh conditions of winter freezes, thaws, and 
winds. 
 

Why Mulch the Garden in Winter? 
 

The main idea behind winter mulching is to keep the ground frozen by 
shielding it from the warmth of the sun. A steady temperature will 
keep the plant in dormancy and prevent it from triggering new growth 
during a brief warm spell. Tender, new growth too soon will just result 
in more winter die back. Mulching now will also help conserve whatever 
water is in the soil, so hopefully, you’ve been keeping your garden beds 
watered right up until the hard frost. 
 

What Can You Use to Mulch the Garden in Winter? 
 

1) 1) Any loose, insulating material will do. Keep in mind that you’ll need 
to remove the mulch in the spring, or at least rake it aside. So choose a 
material that’s easy to handle. Shredded mulch, straw, pine needles or 
shredded leaves are all easy to remove or easy to work into the soil. 

2)  
Continued on page 3 

 

Mulching to Protect Your 
Landscape Plants 
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Mulching continued from page 2 
 

2) If your ground doesn’t freeze until after Christmas, you 
can use the cut boughs of your Christmas tree as a mulch 
covering. These are nice because they’re so easy to remove 
in the spring. 
 

3) The easiest mulch is snow cover. Snow is a great 
insulator and protector of plants. 
 

4) Some plants will simply collapse onto themselves and act 
as self-mulches. Chrysanthemums survive best if allowed to 
do this. 

12 Tips for Safer Holiday 
Home Decorating 
Consumer Reports News  
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The year-end holidays can be a time for beautiful home 
decorations, but the Consumer Products Safety 
Commission warns of an increasing number of injuries from 
consumers stringing up festive lights and other holiday 
decorating activities. 
 

The Consumer Products Safety Commission suggest the 
following 10 safety tips to help keep your holiday home safe 
this year: 
 

1) Check for freshness when buying a live Christmas tree. A 
fresh tree is green, its needles are hard to pull from 
branches, and don't break when bent between your fingers. 
The bottom of a fresh tree is sticky with resin and, when 
tapped on the ground, the tree should not lose many 
needles. 
 

2) Keep trees away from heat sources. Fireplaces, vents, 
and radiators can rapidly dry out live trees and increase the 
risk of flammability. Be sure to keep the tree stand filled 
with water and monitor water levels daily. Place the tree 
out of the way of foot traffic, and do not block doorways 
with the tree. 
 

3) Check for a "Fire Resistant" label when buying an 
artificial tree. It indicates the fake tree is more resistant to 
catching fire. But still exercise caution since an artificial 
tree, like a live evergreen, can still catch fire. 
 

4) Avoid sharp, weighted, or breakable decorations when 
trimming a tree with children. Keep trimmings with small 
removable parts or ones that resemble food or candy out of 
children's reach to avoid choking dangers. 
 

5) Keep burning candles within sight. Extinguish all candles 
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before you go to bed, leave the room, or leave the 
house. 
 

6) Keep candles on a stable, heat-resistant 
surface. Chose a place where kids and pets cannot reach 
or knock over burning candles. Lit candles should also 
be placed away from flammable items—trees, 
decorations, curtains and furniture. 
 

7) Use only lights that have been tested by nationally 
recognized laboratories, such as UL. Decorative indoor 
and outdoor lights must meet strict requirements. UL's 
red holographic label signifies that the light decorations 
meet safety requirements for indoor and outdoor usage. 
UL's green holographic label signifies the lights are safe 
for indoor use only. 
 

8) Check each set of lights for damage. Discard 
decorative light sets with broken or cracked sockets, 
frayed or bare wires, or loose connections. Do not use 
electric lights on a metallic tree. 
 

9) Check each extension cord to make sure it is rated 
for the intended use. Indoor extension cords should not 
be used for outside lights. 
 

10) Check outdoor lights for labels showing that the 
lights have been certified for outdoor use, and only plug 
them into a ground-fault circuit interrupter (GFCI)-
protected receptacle or a portable GFCI. 
 

LIVING GIFTS 
Plant & Flower Gifts that Just 
Grow in Beauty 
 
Give a living gift that grows more beautiful every day! 
There are wonderful selections of blooming gifts at our 
local markets and flower shops that offer something 
unique and perfect for any person or occasion. From 
fragrant, blooming rose gifts and gardenias to top-
quality herbs and ever-popular succulents, you'll find 
gifts that will bring seasons of dazzling blooms and 
delighted smiles – something anyone will enjoy and 
appreciate. 
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A Note from the compliance 
committee 
Janet Amedio 

It has been a beautiful Autumn…with all the mums, 
pumpkins, corn stalks and scarecrows adorning our 
neighborhood, it really looks exceptional. 
 
I would like to thank everyone on behalf of the compliance 
committee for the outstanding job of maintaining properties 
this summer and for complying readily if notified of an issue. 
With winter on the way, here are some things to keep in 
mind. 
 

1) Grass and leaf bag pick-up---The town will continue to 
pick up your brown bags of grass clippings and leaves until 
the end of November. Please put them out at the end of the 
driveway on Sunday night for Monday pick up. 
2) Fall clean-up---Please rake up leaves from the mulched 
areas, the lawn and from under shrubbery. Remove dead 
annuals and trim back summer growth from perennials. 
Removing this debris makes for an easier Spring clean-up and 
helps to prohibit fungal growth in the mulch. 
3) Gutters---Check your gutters and downspouts and make 
sure they are free of debris. Ice jams can occur if they are not 
flowing freely. 
4) Mailboxes and posts---To insure uninterrupted mail 
delivery, check to make sure the mailbox is securely attached 
to the post and that the post is not cracked and is sturdy. The 
force of the snow from the snowplow is fierce and it’s 
difficult to deliver mail to a box teetering on top of a snow 
bank. 
5) Street parking---There is no overnight street parking 
permitted, especially during the winter to allow the plows to 
safely and completely clear the road. 
6) Fire hydrant---If you live near a fire hydrant, try to make 
sure it is cleared after a significant snowfall. The house they 
are trying to save may be yours. 
7) Trash cans---Please be sure to put your trashcans back into 
the garage the same day as trash pick-up. The snowplow will 
bury them or worse. 
8) Smoke detectors and CO2 detectors---Change batteries 
and make sure all detectors are in working condition. 
 

Have a wonderful Holiday season and stay safe and warm this 
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It is hard to believe that 2017 is almost over and so is 
my time as your Homeowners Association VP of 
Architectural Review. It has been a pleasure to 
review and approve the various projects and 
improvements that the homeowners of our 
community have undertaken over the past two years; 
everything from landscaping, sheds, pools and patios 
to beautiful outdoor kitchens. I leave you in the 
capable hands of Charlie Ducar who will be taking 
over Architectural Review as of January 2018. 
Charlie can be reached at his email: 
cducar@nycap.rr.com 

 

I would like to recognize and extend my appreciation 
to the following members of the Architectural 
Review Committee who have volunteered their time 
to review and approve the numerous architectural 
change requests that have been submitted over the 
past two years: Bryan Kelley, Jessica Dembo, Charlie 
Ducar, Jodi Schoen and Janet Amedio. Their work 
has made my job much easier and has allowed our 
board to carefully review and approve architectural 
change requests within one week. 
 

I would also like to say what a pleasure it has been to 
serve alongside the following members of the HOA 
Board: Tiffany Van Cleef, Ed Aluck, Alison Stoll, 
Sandeep Gupta, Charlie Ducar, Janet Amedio and of 
course, Rick Sturm, whose efforts as the HOA 
President over the past 6 years have been invaluable 
to our community. 
 

While Fall and Winter may not be the best time to 
start outdoor projects, it is a great time to begin 
thinking about those projects you may want to 
complete next Spring or Summer. As you are raking  

Continued on page 5  

A Note from 
Architectural Review 
By: Matt Posniewski 
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Event Type: Adult & Teen Program 
Date: 12/12/2017, 10:00 AM -11:00 AM 
Description:  Learn how to download free 
eMagazines using Zinio and free music using Freegal. 
Bring your device, your App Store account login 
information, and your library card. Registration 
required. 
Location: Program Room C 
Registration Ends: 12/12/2017 at 8:00 AM 
Contact: 518-371-8622 to register. 
 

Event Type: Southwick Meadows HOA 
Date: 12/12/2017, 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM 
Description:  HOA Board meeting.  
Location: Piracci Board Room 
Richard Sturm, President - 518-357-8925. 
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Architectural review continued from page 4 
 

leaves, cleaning your gutters or hanging your holiday 
decorations, please take a moment to look at your home 
and see if the trim, doors or shutters need to be 
repainted or the vinyl siding needs to be pressure 
washed. Also, take a look at the condition of the roof 
and make sure there is no shingles missing or damaged 
that might result in a leak this winter when the snow 
piles up. As you are cleaning out the landscape beds, 
consider trimming back some of the bushes that have 
become overgrown over the past 10+ years or see if 
there are any bushes that have not survived the past few 
harsh winters and dry summers that will need to be 
replaced in the spring. On the inside of your home, 
make sure that your furnace and humidifier are in 
proper working condition. 
 

One final note. There have recently been a number of 
projects started without first submitting an 
Architectural Change Request form. If you are 
considering any changes to your landscaping, such as 
changing from mulch to stone, adding or removing 
perennial bushes or trees or landscaping around utility 
boxes, or if you are considering any other changes to 
your home please ensure that you are first submitting 
and receiving an approved Architectural Change. 

The city - New York, 1888. 
Gas lamps still flicker in the 
city streets, but the miracle of 
electric light is in its infancy. 
The person who controls the 
means to turn night into day 
will make history--and a vast 
fortune. A young untested 
lawyer named Paul Cravath, 
fresh out of Columbia Law 
School, takes a case that seems 
impossible to win. Paul's 
client, George Westinghouse, 
has been sued by Thomas 
Edison over a billion-dollar 

question: Who invented the light bulb and holds the right to 
power the country?  
 

The case affords Paul entry to the heady world of high 
society--the glittering parties in Gramercy Park mansions, 
and the more insidious dealings done behind closed doors. 
The task facing him is beyond daunting. Edison is a wily, 
dangerous opponent with vast resources at his disposal--
private spies, newspapers in his pocket, and the backing of J. 
P. Morgan himself. Yet this unknown lawyer shares with his 
famous adversary a compulsion to win at all costs. How will 
he do it? 
 

In obsessive pursuit of victory, Paul crosses paths with Nikola 
Tesla, an eccentric, brilliant inventor who may hold the key 
to defeating Edison, and with Agnes Huntington, a beautiful 
opera singer who proves to be a flawless performer on stage 
and off. As Paul takes greater and greater risks, he'll find that 
everyone in his path is playing their own game, and no one is 
quite who they seem.   
 

Want to know more about the book?  It’s available in three 
different formats at the library.  Also, you are invited to join 
the Friends of the Library for the kickoff event for the year 
on Saturday, January 20, 2018, 2:00pm in our library 
program rooms on the second floor, Chris Hunter, Vice 
President of Exhibition at the Museum of Science and 
Technology will be our kick off presenter.   

Last days of night, two 
towns – one book 
community read for 2017 
by Graham Moore (Goodreads 
Author) 

What’s Going on at the 
Clifton Park  - Halfmoon 
Public Library? 
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 What’s Going on in 
Clifton Park? 

1

On September 19th, the Town of Clifton Park and 
Shenendehowa School District, held a joint press conference 
to announce a conceptual agreement for the purchase of 
property owned by the District.  The 34 plus acres of land 
was the subject of a public referendum in April of 2017. 
With a high turnout on an historical basis, voters denied the 
proposed sale of the property to a commercial developer, 
with over 70% voting in opposition. In the Winter of 2016, 
residents collected thousands of signatures in 30 days to force 
the referendum.  Community interest and press coverage of 
the future of the property has been sizable for more than a 
year.  
  

A joint committee comprised of representatives of the Town 
of Clifton Park and Shenendehowa School District began 
discussing the future of the property, following the 
referendum.  The conceptual agreement is the result of the 
committee’s meetings.  In addition to a conceptual 
agreement to purchase the property, the committee also 
worked cooperatively on a Memorandum of Understanding 
that establishes a formal Clifton Park/Shen Municipal 
Education Committee to collaborate on matters important to 
both organizations and the people we serve.  An engaged 
partnership between the two entities, will allow for formal 
discussions relating to important topics and the pursuit of 
opportunities to enhance facilities, forge joint initiatives and 
consider alternatives to share services.  
 

Under the terms of the agreement, the Town of Clifton Park 
will purchase the property for $1.1million.   
 

Next Steps 
 

The Board of Education approved the proposal from the 
Town of Clifton Park at its regularly scheduled meeting on 
October 10, 2017 at 7:00 P.M. in the Gowana Library.  
 

The finalization of the sale is contingent upon voter approval 
at a public referendum tentatively scheduled for December 
5, 2017.  
 

If the sale is approved by school district residents, the Clifton 
Park Town Board will conduct a comprehensive, public 
planning process. The process will follow the same template 
as other long-term planning processes conducted by the 
Town Board in recent years and will include opinions and 
ideas form the community derived from public meetings.   
 

The Town is committed to investing funds to ensure there is 

2

a successful planning process and to complete short-
term improvements to enhance the community’s 
enjoyment of the public parcel.  The Town Board 
has been extremely successful in acquiring grant 
funding and will aggressively pursue grants for every 
stage of the planning and execution process. 
 

The 2018 Town of Clifton Park Tentative Budget has 
been released. The proposed budget will ensure 
another year of no General Fund Property Tax. The 
Town spending plan does not exceed the New York 
State Tax Cap and does not use available carry over 
from previous budget years as allowed by the Tax 
Cap formula.  
 

The total proposed budget for the General Fund in 
2018 is $17,281,220, which is a 2.6% increase from 
the 2017 adopted budget. The 2018 budget 
continues our commitment to ensure Clifton Park 
remains one of the lowest taxed municipalities in 
New York State within our peer group. Daily 
successful execution and ability to implement new 
efficiencies are strengths of our board and necessary 
to thrive in today’s challenging environment for 
private and public entities.    
 

The Highway Tax and EMS Tax will both be lower 
in 2018 than they were in the year 2000.  The EMS 
Tax has been in existence for many years and 
provides operating funds shared with other 
communities for the Clifton Park-Halfmoon 
Emergency Corps (shared with Halfmoon) and the 
Ballston Lake Emergency Squad (shared with 
Ballston and Charlton).  
 

Be sure to visit the Town webpage at 
CliftonPark.org regularly for more information. 
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